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General Education Committee 
Minutes 

 
December 2, 2019 

 
Present: Tien Chih Bernie Quetchenbach 
 Melinda Tilton Jason Comer 
 Matt Queen Josh Hill 
 Emily Arendt Randi O’Brien 
 Cori Day Will Hobbs 
 Brian Gurney Lance Mouser 
 Megan Thomas Naomi Norris (student) 
 Kathleen Thatcher (ex-officio) 
 
Absent: Leanne Gilbertson* Jordan Neff (student) 

*excused 
 
Guests: Anne Cole Tom Nurmi 
 Susan Gilbertz Joe Hoover 
 

 
 
Melinda Tilton called the meeting to order at 3:01 p.m. in the SUB Missouri Room. 
 
The minutes of November 4 were accepted as presented. 
 
I. ITEMS – FIRST READING 
 
Item 20.h  Gen Ed Course:  GPHY 262 Spatial Sciences Technology and Applications.  Submit for 
category II. B. Physical Sciences. 
Item 20.i  Gen Ed Course:  GPHY 263 Spatial Sciences Technology Laboratory.  Submit for 
category II. B. Physical Sciences. 
 
Susan Gilbertz, Environmental Studies, noted that these courses have been in the works for some 
time.  The courses are intended to replace GPHY 111 Intro to Physical Geography & its 
corresponding lab.  GPHY 262 will teach students to answer questions using spatial analysis.  Most 
students take their required Gen Ed lab course with biology, so there will be more sections of 262 
than 263.  Bozeman has already created this course and it does count in their Gen Ed, which they 
have recently restructured. 
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Joe Hoover, Environmental Studies, stated that the course will fit the Physical Sciences category 
because about one fourth of the course will be physical earth processes and putting those into a 
timeframe.  Students will apply scientific inquiry and the scientific method, to increase their critical 
thinking skills.  Social science topics will also be discussed, in reference to how GIS has been used in 
politics or other areas. 
 
Dr. Gilbertz noted that the physical science course is often the last science course students take 
before moving to major-only courses, and they are committed to showing students the value of 
science.  The earth science is primary, but the social science aspects make the course more relevant 
to students’ lives. 
 

- Motion by Will Hobbs, seconded by Jason Comer to approve these as written. 
 
A concern was raised as to what happens if, over time, a different instructor includes less and less 
physical science in the course.  It was noted that this situation can happen with any course in Gen 
Ed. 
 
It was noted that the course description could be amended to make it clear the social science 
components are not the primary focus. 
 

- Motion failed. 
 

- Motion by Josh Hill, seconded by Brian Gurney to approve Items 20.h and 20.i with a 
possible amendment to the course description. 
 
- Motion carried. 

 
It was suggested that the course description be changed to include the bolded wording: 
 

Introduces students to the sciences and technologies used to investigate spatial questions.  
Particular attention is given to physical processes such as energy transfer and the 
transportation of materials.  Though the primary focus is on physical processes, 
examples may also be drawn from a variety of other fields, such as biogeography, cultural 
geography, criminology, marketing, epidemiology and political concerns. 

 
Second reading will be held via an electronic vote. 
 
Item 31.a  Gen Ed Course:  LIT 240 The Bible as Literature.  Remove from category V. B. 
Humanities. 
Item 31.b  Gen Ed Course:  LIT 213 Montana Literature.  Submit for category V. B. Humanities. 
 
Tom Nurmi, English, Philosophy & Modern Languages, stated that they are substantially changing 
the English curriculum, and as part of that they want to remove LIT 240 from Gen Ed.  It has been 
dropping in enrollments over the last few semesters, and the instructor of the course will be retiring 
this year.  They propose to add LIT 213 to Gen Ed, which is an existing course. 
 

- Motion by Will Hobbs, seconded by Matt Queen to approve Items 31.a and 31.b as 
written. 
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- Motion carried. 
 
- Motion by Matt Queen, seconded by Brian Gurney to waive second reading of Items 
31.a and 31.b. 
 
- Motion carried. 

 
II. DISCUSSION/ACTION ITEMS 
 
A.  Data Presentation:  Kathleen Thatcher, Director of Assessment 
Ms. Thatcher stated that the administration has cited the course bloat of Gen Ed to be a problem.  
She also investigated transferability.  She started with a worksheet provided by the State of Montana, 
which was collected from reports submitted by the units of the Montana University System.  This 
worksheet is intended to show what courses count in Gen Ed at each campus.  She also cross-
checked with the Common Course Numbering database, and there were a few discrepancies in the 
data. 
 
Of the 104 courses in MSUB’s Gen Ed, 35 of them are only counted by MSUB as Gen Ed courses.  
That means if a student takes one of those 35, it will not necessarily transfer as a Gen Ed to another 
unit in the MUS. 
 
There are a number of courses that have not been offered at all over the last four semesters (not 
counting summer), as well as some courses that were offered and then cancelled due to low 
enrollment.  It was noted that enrollment is not everything, and the GEC doesn’t need to remove 
courses from the Gen Ed listing just because of low enrollment.  However, the GEC can reach out 
to those departments about removing and/or deleting those courses. 
 
It was noted that we do not have data saying we have too many Gen Ed courses.  That is an idea put 
forward by the administration. 
 
Anne Cole, who is on the Strategic Planning subcommittee charged with sub-objective 1.4 
(Reimagining Gen Ed), noted that students want transferability to go better, so these 35 courses that 
don’t transfer are a concern.  We have options beyond just removing courses from our Gen Ed, like 
working with other units in the MUS to have them accept our Gen Ed courses. 
 
Ms. Cole noted that a possible reimagining may be more than category names, but rather showing 
students what they will get out of Gen Ed.  The more integrated model is focused on problem 
solving instead of categories. 
 
 
The meeting adjourned at 4:21 p.m. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, Rita J. Rabe Meduna. 


















