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The State of Montana

With a population of just over one million people, the state of
Montana is known as the “Last Best Place” Within driving distance
to two of the most popular national parks in the U.S., Glacier and
Yellowstone, millions of people from all over the world travel to Montana
every year to experience the mountains, lakes and rivers that crisscross
the state.

Montanans have a reputation for being warmhearted and friendly.
As an international student studying in Montana, you will have a true
American experience in an ideal English immersion environment,
offering countless opportunities for exposure to the local community.



Billings, Montana:

Population: 119,960

Average annual temperature: 8.91° C
Average rainfall: 34.69 cm

Notable attractions:
Yellowstone National Park,
Red Lodge Mountain,
Reef Indoor Waterpark,
Dehler Baseball park,
Centennial Ice Arena,
Metra Park Arena

The City of Billings

Billings is the largest city in Montana and the trade,
retail and distribution center for much of Montana,
Northern Wyoming, North Dakota, and South
Dakota. MSUB is located 1.5km from downtown
Billings, walking distance to a plethora of shops,
restaurants, cafes and theaters. As a student at
MSUB, you will enjoy the advantages of living and
studying in a growing city with ample opportunity
for social and professional development. Residents
and visitors alike enjoy Montanas distinct four
seasons and fill their days eating and socializing in
the city or exploring the splendor of Montana’s nat-

ural environment.

Wall Street Journal, 2021:

#1 emerging housing market
Outside Magazine: 2016 Best Town
to Live in the U.S.

Forbes Magazine: 2016 Best Small
Place for Business and Careers
Fortune Magazine: 2009 Best Small
City for Launching a Business

Things to do in Billings, Montana

On Campus:

The MSUB campus has tons of events and activities to keep
you busy, including NCAA sports games, fitness at the
recreation center, lectures by important public figures,
concerts and plays, ping pong and pool, barbecues, fairs
and social events.

In the Neighborhood:

Billings is a city on the move, quickly becoming one of
the hottest destinations in the Rocky Mountain region.
Here, you can enjoy professional sports competitions,
over 2,736 bike trails, tax-free shopping, music concerts,
dancing, or socializing at one of the many cafes and
restaurants popping up in the downtown area.

A Little Farther Away:

If you enjoy nature and all the amazing things it has to
offer, MSUB is the ideal place for you. Just outside of the
city you can enjoy hiking, backpacking, fishing, kayaking,
skiing, rock climbing and mountain biking in one of the
most pristine natural environments in the world. Two of
the United States’ most famous national parks, Yellowstone
and Glacier are within driving distance from the MSUB

campus.



CLUBS & ORGANIZATIONS

International Student Clubs and Organizations
MSUB has numerous on-campus clubs and organizations in which exchange students can participate.
The most popular club for international students is the MultiCultural Club. International Studies also
has a strong support network for international students through its BFF program, which helps to ensure
a smooth and pleasant transition to life in Billings, Montana.

MultiCultural Club

The MultiCultural Club celebrates diversity and culture on the MSUB campus by managing various events
and activities that aim to create cultural awareness and provide cross-cultural opportunities for students,
staff/faculty, and the Billings community. Activities and events managed by the MultiCultural Club,
include the annual International Food Fair, weekly Cultural Presentations, winter ski trips, summer
hiking, excursions, paintball, and bowling, to name a few.

Billings Friendship Families (BFF)
The Billings Friendship Families program was designed to provide international students with the support
and friendship of a local Billings family while simultaneously giving a local family the opportunity to learn
about an international culture. Students are matched with a family based on common interests and hobbies.
Billings Friendship Families participate by inviting students for home-cooked meals, weekend excursions,
and holiday celebrations. The program is highly successful, enjoyed by students and families alike.




On-Campus Convenience

The MSUB campus has everything you need for an active, happy, healthy lifestyle. Two
buildings for student housing, Rimrock and Petro Hall, provide comfortable and modern
accommodations with plenty of activities nearby. A short walk from student housing is the
university cafe, the student store, basketball courts, weight room, climbing wall, swimming
pool, tennis and raquetball courts, a game room, and the library.

The campus is a park-like environment filled with trees, flowers, walking paths and a canal that
runs through the south-end of campus. The university is surrounded by upper-middle class
family homes in one of the most desirable neighborhoods in the Billings community.

The city of Billings experiences little-to-no crime; however, for added safety, the university has
on-site security that patrols and safeguards the campus 24 hours a day and student housing can
only be accessed using state-of-the-art handprint recognition technology.

More detailed information about housing and residential life can be found at:
msubillings.edu/reslife


http://msubillings.edu/reslife/

ADMISSION REQUIREMENTS

Join our Family

http://www.msubillings.edu/internationalstudies/admissions/

Exchange Student Admission:

For admission as an international exchange student,
the following basic requirements must be met.

Click on the QR Code for more detailed information:

Criteria:

« Be currently enrolled in and nominated by a designated MSUB partner university

« Have at least one semester remaining prior to graduation

« Demonstrate English proficiency. The minimum acceptable score is TOEFL (IBT): 68 / IELTS: 5.5.

» Exchange students are permitted to submit a letter of verification from a certified English

instructor from the partner university indicating that the student’s English abilities meets and/or
exceeds the minimum admission requirements.

o Have an equivelent of at least a 2.75 GPA

o U.S. Immigration policies require that international students show proof of adequate available financial

resources to cover their financial needs for the duration of the exchange

Admission Process:

Step 1: Complete MSUB’s international student application and pay the $30 application fee
www.applyweb.com/msubill

Step 2: Email the following supporting application documents to internationaladmissions@msubillings.edu
 Financial statement form and institutional bank letter

» Proof of English language proficiency

» Copies of transcripts or records of previous school work

« Copy of passport

Application Deadlines:
Fall Inbound: May 15 | Spring Inbound: November 15
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COSTS & ARRIVAL

On-Campus Living:
All exchange students are required to living on campus, per MSUB policy. Due to living on campus, exchange
students are also required to purchase a meal plan. Here is a link to the MSUB International Housing Guide:

https://www.msubillings.edu/reslife/pdf/Housing%20Guide%2023-24%20full.pdf

Estimated Costs:
Tuition and most fees are waived for exchange students, however, students still must cover the costs for room
and board, health insurance, and some fees. In order to obtain a DS-2019 immigration document and a J-1
visa, all exchange students must provide proof of financial means to support their costs abroad. Below is a
breakdown of the estimated costs needed to obtain the necessary immigration documents (calculated for 2024-2025).

Academic Semester Academic Year
(4 months) (9 months)
Books & Supplies (estimated) $700 $1,200
Non-waived Fees $225 $325
Mandatory Health Insurance $300 $600
Double Room / Single Room $2,602 / $3,155 $5,204 / $6,310
Meal Plan (4 options) $2,041-$2,250 $4,082-$4,500
Total Estimated Cost $5,868-$6,630 $11,411-$12,935

Airport Pickup & Orientation:
We offer a complimentary airport pick-up for all students. To take advantage of this service, students will need
to send their flight itinerary information to ois@msubillings.edu at least 2 weeks prior to the arrival date.

We do not offer this service to students who arrive later than 10pm (20:00).

All students also must participate in a mandatory international student orientation prior to the start of the
semester. The orientation typically lasts runs three days and is generally held the week prior to the start of
classes. Students will receive more information about arrival and orientation via email. If you have any

questions, do not hesitate to reach out to the International Office at ois@msubillings.edu, +1.406.657.1705.
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PROGRAMS OF STUDY

Exchange students can choose from an array of undergradaute course offerings. Per the terms of the J-1 exchange program,
exchange students are required to take at least one class pertaining to American or local culture. Explore specific course
offerings available for a specific semester at https://prodmyinfo.montana.edu/pls/blagent/bzskcrse.PW_SelSchClass.

To apply, visit http://www.msubillings.edu/internationalstudies/admissions.htm.
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