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Dear Campus Community,
 
I wanted to update you all on a new development with the Yellowstone Science
and Allied Health Building. In January, the Montana Coal Board approved a
MSUB Foundation proposal for $500,000 (see the attached PR for more details).
 
On Monday, we were informed by the Coal Board’s legal counsel that they
made an error with the grant and were considering withdrawing the award.
Their legal documents referenced the Administrative Rules of Montana
indicating that MSU Billings did not meet these qualifications as a state agency.
 
We were surprised to receive this communication as our proposal was
developed working with the appropriate parties, including the state and the
Coal Board. The process took many months, multiple meetings, and went
through great scrutiny, including public review.   
 
Upon learning this news, the Foundation met with the Big Sky Economic
Development to determine if they could serve as the appropriate local
government authority acting on our behalf. Our prior proposal is now being put
forth under the BSED name. BSED has a proven track record of acting as the
eligible applicant entity (for funding opportunities) designed to springboard
critical community projects into fruition.
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MSU BILLINGS NEWS— The MSU Billings (MSUB) Yellowstone Science and Allied Health Building Capital Campaign moved closer to completion this week when the Montana Coal Board voted and approved a MSUB Foundation proposal for $500,000. 





With the $10 million approved by the Montana Legislature in 2013, this generous contribution brings the total amount raised for the Yellowstone Building to $13.5 million.





The Yellowstone Building is MSU Billings’ project to expand and renovate the current science building originally built in 1947. The goal is to incorporate the science and allied health programs, curriculum, and technology into a state-of-the-art facility. 





 





The Montana Coal Board was created in 1975, along with Montana’s Coal Severance Tax, through the passage of Senate Bill 87. The Board considers applications and awards Coal Board Impact grants to counties, communities, school districts, Indian Tribes, or other governmental units to assist them in adequately providing governmental services or facilities that are needed as a direct consequence of an increase or decrease in coal development or in the consumption of coal by a coal-using energy complex. 





MSUB graduates contribute to the economies of coal country, with 11 percent working in the industry (more than any other Montana higher education institution), according a 2017 Montana Department of Labor and Industry study. Additionally, 15,538 MSUB graduates self-report they are currently working in Eastern Montana's coal-impacted counties. 





 





With changes in the coal industry, workers often seek out retraining or higher education options, according to labor studies. MSUB is aspiring to meet this need. However, the current facilities for science and allied health are challenged to accommodate additional students due to limited space and overcrowded laboratory space. 





 





The Yellowstone Building project responds to the need to provide STEM (Science Technology Engineering and Math) and health industry training in a modern facility for workers affected by changes in the coal industry, as well as others in coal-impacted counties. This could enable the region to better diversify and adapt to the evolving economic climate. 





 





“Eastern Montana's economic health will increasingly rely on the ability to educate skilled workers in multiple industries, particularly in the STEM and health fields,” commented Interim Chancellor Dr. Ron Larsen. “MSUB’s science and allied health programs aspire to meet the needs of these burgeoning industries. The Montana Coal Board’s generous contribution has taken us one step closer to providing a 21st century learning and research environment for the region.”
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The Coal Board called a special conference call meeting today to determine
next steps. The majority of the board members expressed their disappointment
that this technicality was not discovered by their legal representation earlier,
and showed their continued support for the Yellowstone Science and Allied
Health Building. In order to follow proper procedures, it was determined that
the MSUB Foundation grant change to BSED would be first on their list for
consideration at their next meeting on March 22.
 
Based on the great support we heard on today’s call, we believe that the
$500,000 grant should stay in place and the Coal Board will vote in March to
honor their commitment under this new arrangement.
 

Respectfully,
 

Interim Chancellor Ron Larsen
 
 
Go Yellowjackets!
 
Ron Larsen
Interim Chancellor
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