
UNIVERSITY GRADUATE COMMITTEE 
JANUARY 18, 2017 

MINUTES   
 

PRESIDING:  Dr. Cheryl Young-Pelton, Chair* 
    
MEMBERS:  Dr. Terry Blackwell, CAHP* 
   Dr. Suzette Nynas, CAHP* 

Dr. Brent Finger, CAS* 
   Dr. Samuel Boerboom, CAS* 
   Dr. Kari Dahle-Huff, COE* 

Ms. Anna Mason, Student Representative* 
Ms. Lori Fryett, Student Representative* 

 
GUESTS:  Mr. Neil Beyer, Office of International Studies 
   Dr. Ken Miller, COE 
 
ALTERNATES:  
  
NOTE:  * symbolizes that this member was present at the meeting 
   ^ symbolizes that this member was excused 
  
EXOFFICIO   
MEMBERS:  Dr. Diane Duin, Dean CAHP, Interim Director* 
   Dr. Mary Susan Fishbaugh, Dean COE^ 
   Dr. Christine Shearer-Cremean, Dean CAS* 
   Mr. David Sullivan, Graduate Office* 
   Ms. Jenay Cross, Graduate Office*      

 
I. MINUTES:  The minutes from the December 14, 2016 meeting were approved. 

 
II. CURRICULAR ITEMS/CATALOG 

1. EDCI 584, 585, 586 
a. Dr. Miller was present to present these changes on Dr. Fishbaugh’s behalf.  

The EDCI 584, 585, and 586 classes still show as pass/no pass in the 
catalog.  They should have been switched to graded when the other student 
teaching courses were, but were somehow missed. 
Dr. Nynas moved to approve this curriculum change.  Dr. Boerboom 
seconded.  All voted in favor.  Motion passed. 

2. GPA requirements for post-bacc students 
a. There have been a few issues recently with students taking licensure credits 

at the graduate level, but who are not a part of a Master’s degree program, 
and are not held to the same GPA standards.  These students have 
continued taking classes, even though they had failed courses and had a 
GPA lower than 3.0 for multiple semesters. 

b. There are a few places in the catalog that need to be updated to reflect this 
change.  Starting fall 2017, graduate students who are in licensure or 
endorsement-only programs will have to maintain a 3.0 GPA. 

 
III. NEW BUSINESS 

 
IV. OLD BUSINESS 

 
V. ANNOUNCEMENTS 

1. Spring enrollment is up over last year.  If that holds, this would be the second 
semester in a row that graduate programs will have improved enrollment and FTE. 



a. However, the completion numbers are down, which could be explained by 
a large push to move students to graduation the year before, but it also 
could be a problem going forward. 

b. Lists of students who have stalled progress in their programs could be sent 
out to the programs, but it is up to the program to let the Office of Graduate 
Studies know at which time they’d like to receive those names and 
numbers. 

2. At this point, we are expecting the GA allowances for 2017-2018 to be the same as 
they were for 2016-2017, with perhaps one GA from Athletics to be cut.  The Office 
of Graduate Studies will let the programs know the official numbers after the budgets 
have been decided. 

 
VI. OTHER 

1. After researching the TOEFL and IELTS score requirements of MSUB sister 
schools, it was discovered that not only are MSUB scores requirements much higher 
than similar institutions, we also have some of the highest score requirements in the 
nation—including Ivy League schools. 

a. Mr. Beyer was present to support lowering these scores for admission, as 
he believes they turn away many perspective international students. 

b. There are support systems at MSUB to assist international students who 
may have struggles, including: Academic Support Center, peer mentoring 
programs, and the IELP program. 

c. The Office of Graduate Studies will check on previous minutes to review 
why these high scores were chosen in the first place.  This topic will be 
further discussed at the next meeting. 

2. There are some aspects of the GRE review program up and running on the Academic 
Support Center’s website.  The Office of Graduate Studies will check with Dr. 
Gillette to see if the math is available and report back to the Committee. 

3. As a reminder: The Waterman, Wilson and McRae scholarship applications are due 
February 1.  The Committee will be reviewing those shortly after. 

 
 

The meeting was adjourned.  The next meeting will be February 1, 2017 in 
McMullen 209 (CCR) at 10:00 am.  


