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ACADEMIC SENATE MINUTES 
 
 
DATE: February 15, 2018 
 
PRESENT: Suzette Nynas Jim Barron 
 Scott Butterfield Cindy Dell 
 Kelly McCoy Susan Gilbertz  
 Joy Honea Vern Gagnon 
 Paul Pope Rachael Waller 
 Katelyn Focht (student) Diane Duin (ex-officio) 
 Mary Susan Fishbaugh (ex-officio) Robert Hoar (ex-officio) 
 Matt Redinger (ex-officio) Trudy Collins (ex-officio) 
 
ABSENT: Heather Thompson-Bahm* Kelly Shumway 
 Sarah Keller* Christine Shearer (ex-officio) 
 Cliff Coppersmith (ex-officio) Joe Oravecz (ex-officio) 

* excused 
 
GUESTS: Cheri Johannes Anna Talafuse 
 Ron Larsen Darlene Hert 
 Kathy Kotecki Tom Nurmi 
 
PRESIDING: Susan Gilbertz, Chair 
 

 
 
Susan Gilbertz called the meeting to order at 3:41 p.m. in the Chancellor’s Conference 
Room. 
 
I. ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
There has been a request for a non-faculty person to be allowed to apply for a CARE 
grant.  Should the Senate decide this question of eligibility, or should the CARE 
Committee?  It was agreed the Senate should make this decision.  The request will be 
added to the next agenda. 
 
The Chancellor search will have four candidates on campus next week.  The Senate has 
been designated a time slot at 3:00 p.m. each day for each candidate (in McM 305).  
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Please make every effort to be there.  There is also an open forum for each candidate at 
4:30 p.m. in Library 148. 
 
II. ACCEPTANCE OF MINUTES 
 
The minutes of February 1 were accepted as presented. 
 
III. CHANCELLOR REPORT 
 
Dr. Larsen noted that the survey for each Chancellor candidate closes very quickly:  
12:00 noon the following day, except for the Friday candidate which will stay open until 
Monday noon.  Please make time to fill each out as soon as possible. 
 
The Chancellor also noted that City College students recently refurbished a fire truck and 
donated it to the Park City Fire Department.  It was a great event. 
 
This evening is Pink Night for the men’s and women’s basketball games.  Free pink t-
shirts and bone marrow screenings. 
 
A great deal of action has happened this week with the Coal Board donation to the 
Science Building fund.  They had initially awarded MSUB $500,000.  After that decision 
was made by the Board, their staff found that Coal Board rules say MSUB is eligible to 
apply, but cannot receive an award.  Instead, a state agency like MSUB must partner with 
local government.  In this case, we are working with Big Sky Economic Development.  In 
a very short turn-around of only three days, the BSED board approved the partnership 
and the Coal Board application was resubmitted.  There was no movement by the Coal 
Board since they could not reach agreement to either rescind the award or re-award to 
BSED.  The Coal Board has put off the decision until their next meeting, March 22. 
 
IV. PROVOST REPORT 
 
Dr. Hoar noted that this Saturday is faculty and staff appreciation night at the men’s and 
women’s basketball games.  Admission is free for faculty and staff, and there will be 
frozen yogurt. 
 
Provost Hoar stated that the University Budget Committee (UBC) met earlier this week 
to discuss, among other things, that headcount is up for Spring.  It had a positive impact 
on tuition, and this is the highest Spring headcount we’ve had in several years.  We are 
getting real traction with our retention efforts. 
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V. OTHER REPORTS 
 
University Name Change as a Possible Marketing Class Project 
Guest Anna Talafuse, College of Business 
 
Ms. Talafuse stated that her marketing research class would be able to take on name-
change research, but the students would need to know the purpose of changing the 
University name and what we wish to convey with a new name.  The students would 
meet with different stakeholders, such as alumni, current students, faculty, staff, and the 
community.  Surveys via email for faculty and staff are no-cost, but community surveys 
may incur some costs.  At the end of the semester, the students could report to the Senate 
what they did, who they communicated with, and their conclusions.  This research could 
be conducted more than once for additional data, since the course is taught both Fall and 
Spring, one on-site and one online.  The online students could make use of campus 
resources and survey faculty and staff, while the on-site students could take on the task of 
surveying community members. 
 
The question was raised as to whether the Senate should push forward with this, or if it 
should be the administration, or the entire University that supports this initiative.  There 
is also the question of the after-effects of surveying the community.  If we then decide 
not to change our name, would it appear we are not following through?  It was suggested 
that the results of the student research should definitely be reported to the community. 
 
It was suggested that rather than have the student project involve changing our name, 
instead have the students research what MSUB’s identity should be.  This is also a 
recommendation from the Community Task Force, so it would not just be Senate acting 
alone.  Further, we should do more research into the reasons why our current name was 
chosen, while we wait to appoint our permanent Chancellor. 
 
Dr. Gilbertz will convey these sentiments back to the History Department, who brought 
forward the initial proposal to change the University name. 
 
VI. ITEM FOR INFORMATION 
 
Item 48  Emeritus Nomination:  Stephen Coffman, Department of Communication & 
Theatre, College of Arts & Sciences.  For information. 
 

⇒ Motion by Vern Gagnon, seconded by Jim Barron to accept Item 48 for 
information. 
 
⇒ Motion carried. 
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VII. DISCUSSION/ACTION ITEMS 
 
A.  Jacket Proud:  Faculty Appointee(s) 
Guests:  Co-Chairs Trudy Collins & Kathy Kotecki 
 
Ms. Kotecki stated that about a year ago, this group was formed to discuss employee 
retention, campus culture, and morale, and how these things impact students.  The 
committee went through extensive training with a consultant to consider ways to make 
MSUB better.  The goals of the committee, the vision, and some guidelines are attached 
to these minutes. 
 
Ms. Collins noted that the group has had faculty members participate, but they are 
looking to rotate new faculty into the group, especially to discuss on-boarding procedures 
for faculty.  There has been a lot of focus on staff issues because the group is mostly 
staff, and more faculty focus is needed.  The time commitment is meetings once a month 
for about 90 minutes, with service on a sub-committee meaning more time.  It would be 
great to have junior faculty on this group, since they have a new perspective. 
 
It was agreed that Ms. Collins and Ms. Kotecki should email the Department Chairs to 
ask them to appoint some junior faculty to the Jacket Proud Committee. 
 
Ms. Collins cited that there will be an employee engagement survey coming out soon.  
Please complete it! 
 
VIII. ITEMS – FIRST READING 
 
Item 33.b  LIT 230 World Literature Survey.  Change course description.  Revised 
 
It was noted that this course change has now been reviewed by the Gen Ed Committee. 
 
Tom Nurmi, English, Philosophy & Modern Languages, noted that this change only 
cleans up the course description to make it more flexible for instructors.  The course 
objectives will not change. 
 

⇒ Motion by Paul Pope, seconded by Scott Butterfield to approve Item 33.b on 
first reading. 
 
⇒ Motion carried. 
 
⇒ Motion by Paul Pope, seconded by Vern Gagnon to waive second reading of 
Item 33.b. 
 
⇒ Motion carried. 
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IX. ITEMS – SECOND READING 
 
Item 33  BA Major in English.  Modification to an existing program 
Item 33.a  BA Major in English Teaching Licensure Option.  Modification to an existing 
program. 
Item 33.c  LIT 460 Studies in British Literature.  Delete course. 
Item 33.d  LIT 461 Studies in American Literature.  Delete course. 
Item 33.e  LIT 464 Studies in Medieval Literature.  Delete course. 
Item 33.f  WRIT 339 Teaching Writing and Literature.  New course. 
 

⇒ Motion by Cindy Dell, seconded by Paul Pope to approve Items 33 through 
33.f on second reading. 
 
⇒ Motion carried. 

 
X. ITEMS – FIRST READING continued 
 
Item 47  Change/Delete Course Form.  Modification to include request for outcomes. 
 
Matt Redinger, Vice Provost, noted that many course outcomes are missing from the 
Common Course Numbering (CCN) database, and as a result, the administration has 
prohibited changes to courses unless the outcomes are supplied by the campuses.  Instead 
of Dr. Redinger requesting the outcomes at the end of the process, have them on the form 
at the beginning of the process.  Also, the New Course Form already requests the course 
outcomes. 
 

⇒ Motion by Cindy Dell, seconded by Vern Gagnon to approve Item 47 on first 
reading. 
 
⇒ Motion carried. 
 
⇒ Motion by Jim Barron, seconded by Joy Honea to waive second reading of 
Item 47. 
 
⇒ Motion carried. 

 
XI. NEW BUSINESS 
 
Darlene Hert noted the Library is starting a lecture series on Vietnam, 50 Years Later.  
The Library would also love to have some lectures from the College of Business faculty.  
There is also a webinar on March 1 about Open Educational Resources (see flyer attached 
to these minutes). 
 
The meeting adjourned at 4:47 p.m. 
 
rjrm 
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